
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Applicat ion No. 12575 of  Edward T. B r e a t h i t t ,  pursuant t o  Para- 
graph 8207.11 of the  Zoning Regulations,  f o r  a var iance from t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  loca t ing  an open parking space l e s s  than t e n  
f e e t  from an e x i s t i n g  dwelling (Paragraph 7205.21) t o  al low park- 
ing  i n  an e x i s t i n g  driveway i n  the  R-1-A D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 
2721 31s t  S t r e e t ,  N.W., (Square 2125, Lot 2 2 ) .  

FEARING DATE: February 15, 1978 
DECISION DATE: February 15, 1978 (Bench Decision) 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  proper ty  is loca ted  a t  2721 31s t  S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
and is i n  an R-1-A D i s t r i c t ,  

2. The s u b j e c t  l o t  is 7,000 square f e e t  i n  a rea  and is improved 
with a two s t o r y  b r i c k  detached residence.  

3. The immediate surrounding a rea  is comprised of  detached 
res idences .  

4. The app l i can t  seeks t h e  Board's permission t o  l o c a t e  an 
open parking space l e s s  than t e n  f e e t  from an e x i s t i n g  dwelling 
t o  al low parking i n  an e x i s t i n g  driveway. 

5. The l3iatric.k of Columbia by bu i ld ing  permit No. B-252841, 
dated J u l y  11, 1977, authorized app l i can t  t o  r ep lace  t h e  e ighteen  
f o o t  overhead garage door wi th  t h r e e  double hulig windows and 
one panel  e x t e r i o r  door. A depos i t  was l e f t  wi th  t h e  Department 
of Transpor ta t ion  t o  c l o s e  the  e x i t i n g  curb c u t  b u t  has  remained 
on depos i t  pending the  a p p l i c a n t ' s  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  before  
t h e  BZA. 

6. The garage had been used by t h e  app l i can t  and previous 
owners f o r  s to rage  and not  f o r  parking, s i n c e  the  turn-around 
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  garage i s  not  l a r g e  enough t o  permit easy and 
s a f e  access  by vehic les .  The edge of t h e  turn-around i s  loca ted  
by a v e r t i c l e  drop of s e v e r a l  f e e t ,  which discourages parking 
except  i n  the  driveway. 
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7. The subject  driveway has been used by the present and 
former occupants of the property fo r  occasional parking and 
fo r  del iver ies .  The applicant usually parks i n  the f ron t  of 
the house on 31st S t r ee t  and uses the driveway when the parking 
spaces on 3 1 s t  S t r ee t  are  used by overflow t r a f f i c  from the 
Shoreham and Sheration-Park Hotels when large conventions or  
meetings a re  held. In  addit ion,  the parking spaces a re  of ten 
blocked because of the large number of embassy pa r t i e s  i n  the 
immediate area. On those occasions the only parking space 
avai lable  t o  the applicant i s  i n  the driveway. 

8. The driveway now leads to  a patio.  

9. The dimensions of the proposed parking space is  approximately 
e igh t  by th i r ty - f ive  fee t .  I t  would be three and one-half f e e t  
away from the subject  dwelling and approximately twenty f e e t  from 
the abutt ing residence. 

10, There i s  a l e t t e r  i n  the record signed by four neighbors i n  
support of the application. There was no opposition voiced a t  
the  public hearing. 

11. Municipal Planning Office, by repor t  dated February 10, 
1978, recommended approval of the applicat ion on the grounds tha t  
the granting of the variance would create  a minimal, i f  any, 
adverse impact on the neighborhood o r  t o  adjoining residences and 
the Board so finds. 

12 ,  Advisory ~eighborhood commission 3C f i l e d  no recommendation 
on the application. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based on the record the Board is of the opinion tha t  due t o  
the s i ze  of the parking area, i t s  distance from the abutt ing 
residences and i ts  distance from the dwelling i t  is  intended 
t o  serve tha t  l i t t l e  adverse a f f ec t  would be created by the 
granting of the variance. The Board concludes tha t  the r e l i e f  
can-be granted without subs tan t ia l  detriment t o  the public good 
and without subs t a n t i a l l y  impairing the in ten t ,  purpose and 
i n t e g r i t y  of the zone plan. Accordingly, i t  i s  ORDERED tha t  the 
applicat ion i s  GRANTED. 
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VOTE: 5-0 ( C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  C h l o e t h i e l  W o o d a r d  S m i t h ,  ~ i l l i a m  
F. M c I n t o s h  and L e o n a r d  L .  M c C a n t s ) .  

BY ORDER O F  THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

THAT THE ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS  
F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


